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1. The Warwickshire Context 

 

Rail services in Warwickshire make a significant contribution 

to the local economy, business and local communities, 

helping to make Warwickshire an attractive place in which to 

live and work. The County Council has an excellent track 

record in delivering rail infrastructure and helping to improve 

services. Warwickshire intends to continue this support and 

investment in the local rail network to help improve wider 

connectivity, contribute to the delivery of housing and 

employment opportunities and maximise the benefit of 

economic growth in Warwickshire over the next fifteen years 

and beyond. 

This strategy sets out Warwickshire County Councilôs 

ambitious and challenging plans to improve the rail offer in 

Warwickshire.  This Strategy is a non-statutory policy 

document supporting the Third Local transport Plan but it is 

intended that it will form part of the Fourth Local Transport 

Plan when that is prepared. 

 

Supporting Warwickshireôs Economy & Growth 

Warwickshire is a growing County with a population of 

approximately 550,000 people and a, thriving economy with 

substantial levels of new housing and employment 

opportunities committed in local Plans. 

The location of housing and employment growth is highlighted 

in figure 1.0. This growth will place additional pressure on the 

existing rail services and infrastructure (e.g. access to 

stations) and present new connectivity opportunities. A key 

aim of the strategy is to maximise the opportunity for the travel 

demands of the 160,000 new households planned to be built 

across Warwickshire during the plan period. 

Figure 1.0 The Warwickshire Context 
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The wider West Midlands Region will also experience 

significant growth with the Regionôs economy forecast to grow 

by 14% by 2032 with an anticipated 900,000 more people and 

450,000 new jobs.  

Given this unprecedented scale of development, it will be 

challenging for existing rail infrastructure and service provision 

across Warwickshire (and the wider region) to accommodate 

growth. Investment in Warwickshireôs rail network in terms of 

infrastructure and service enhancement is therefore vital to 

achieve this sustained growth, improve connectivity and 

capture the wider social and environmental benefits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Housing and Employment Allocation 
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Current Rail Services, Connectivity and Patronage 

 

Warwickshire is fortunate to be served by a number of key rail 

routes, providing connectivity of local, regional and strategic 

importance. A number of Train Operating Companies (TOCs) 

provide passenger services along these routes and between 

them are responsible for the management of the rail stations.   

Core rail routes serving Warwickshire are summarised in table 

1. 

The rail network in Warwickshire is used for a range of 

journey types with commuting and business use of significant 

importance. Large numbers of people from a range of socio -

economic groups travel by rail between Warwickshire and the 

West Midlands conurbation and there is also a significant level 

of rail use between Warwickshire, the Thames Valley, London 

and the wider southeast.  

 

In addition to passenger rail services, the role of rail freight 

must also be considered. The value of rail connected freight 

facilities is recognised in minimising the impact of freight on 

the local and strategic highway network. The County Council 

will work with relevant partners within the road and rail freight 

industry to ensure where possible that the needs of passenger 

and freight services are balanced.  

The core Warwickshire rail network and stations (as at 2019) 

is shown in figure 3 on page 7.  
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Table 1; Core Rail Routes serving Warwickshire 

Key Route Current Train Operator 
(2019) 

Leamington Spa ï Birmingham 
Stratford ïupon-Avon ï Birmingham (via Henley-in-Arden or Dorridge) 

West Midlands 
Trains/London North 

Western Railway 

Leamington ï Coventry 
Coventry - Nuneaton  

Regional/National services between a) Birmingham ï London Euston via Coventry, Rugby, Northampton 
Milton Keynes and Watford Junction b) Crewe ï London Euston via Stafford, Tamworth, Nuneaton, 
Rugby, Northampton, Milton Keynes and Watford Junction. 

Regional/national high speed Services serving Rugby and Nuneaton Stations, providing some connectivity 
from Rugby to London Euston in the South and Glasgow in the North and from Nuneaton to Euston and the 
North West (Manchester).  

Virgin Trains 

London Marylebone ï Birmingham via Leamington Spa, Warwick, Warwick Parkway, Hatton and Lapworth. 
Chiltern Railways 

 
Limited service between Stratford ïuponïAvon and London Marylebone and Stratford ï Leamington Spa 
Shuttle Service (via Claverdon and Bearley). 

National network of rail services, with calls at a limited number of Warwickshire Stations, providing important 
national, regional and local connectivity.  

a) Leamington Spa; calls at Leamington Spa provide important direct connectivity with the South Coast 
and the North of England and Scotland. Passengers can also utilise this service to undertake local 
trips to Coventry, Birmingham, Oxford and Banbury. 

b) Coleshill Parkway and Nuneaton ï proving important commuter services to Birmingham and 
Leicester and wider connectivity to Stanstead Airport and East Anglia. 

Cross Country 

The Cotswold Line, whilst not within the Warwickshire administrative boundary provides important rail 
connectivity between Hereford, Great Malvern, Worcester and London Paddington. Stations served by this 
route include Evesham, Moreton-in-Marsh and Honeybourne, all of which are of significance to 
Warwickshire residents living in the far south of the County. 

Great Western Railway 

A number of other stations are used by a significant number of Warwickshire residents in order to benefit from rail connectivity 
opportunities; these include Coventry, Tamworth, Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham International, Redditch, Evesham, Honeybourne and 
Moreton-in-Marsh. These óout of countyô stations are likely to experience similar growth to those within Warwickshire and therefore need to 
be considered for appropriate service and station enhancements. Such work will be need to be agreed with the relevant local authority and 
Train Operator. 
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Figure 3 Warwickshire Rail Stations 

Tamworth 
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Passenger Volumes 

Warwickshire stations, on average have continued to experience significant levels of passenger demand. The table below 

summarises passenger volumes at Warwickshire stations and the growth over the last 5 years. Key stations outside the County are 

also included. 

Table 2; Passenger Use by Station 

Station 
Annual Usage 
2017/18 

Growth since 
2016/17 

Growth since 
2012/13 

Station Annual Usage 
2017/18 

Growth since 
2016/17 

Growth since 
2012/13 

Atherstone 
                        
148,998  4% 79% Polesworth 

                                
262  -79% -64% 

Bearly 
                             
1,106  39% 65% Rugby 

                      
2,527,944  3% 39% 

Bedworth 
                           
91,794  8% 49% 

Stratford 
Parkway 

                           
92,782  14% N/A 

Bermuda Park 
                           
28,378  41% N/A 

Stratford-
Upon-Avon 

                      
1,042,086  1% 16% 

Claverdon 
                             
2,782  -11% 21% The Lakes 

                           
13,062  -6% 13% 

Coleshill Parkway 
                         
297,970  4% 55% Warwick 

                         
619,574  4% 18% 

Danzey 
                             
8,198  8% 16% 

Warwick 
Parkway 

                         
669,940  2% 15% 

Hatton 
                           
60,674  17% 51% Water Orton 

                           
55,652  8% 40% 

Henley-In-Arden 
                         
140,202  5% 27% Wilmcote 

                           
24,244  4% 24% 

Lapworth 
                           
52,804  14% 59% Wood End 

                           
11,740  -12% 0% 

Leamington Spa 
                      
2,671,422  5% 27% 

Wooton 
Wawen 

                           
11,128  24% 5% 

Nuneaton 
                      
1,313,980  2% 26% Total County 

                      
9,886,722  4% 30% 
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Out of County 
Stations  

Annual Usage 
2017/18 

Growth since 
2016/17 

Growth since 
2012/13 

Out of County 
Station 

Annual Usage 
2017/18 

Growth since 
2016/17 

Growth since 
2012/13 

Coventry 
                      
7,558,210  2% 39% Redditch 

                      
1,077,690  4% 21% 

Coventry Arena 
                           
99,516  15% 

 
Evesham 

                         
246,900  -4% -4% 

Tamworth 
                      
1,223,106  2% 27% 

Moreton-in-
Marsh 

                         
268,866  3% 28% 

Sutton Coldfield 
                      
1,624,334  1% 19% Honeybourne 

                           
61,858  4% 29% 

Birmingham 
International 

                      
6,664,422  3% 47% 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The overall trend in the number of rail passengers in 

Warwickshire is one of sustained growth. Passenger numbers 

across the County have increased by 30% in the last 5 years 

and 4% in the last 12 month period alone. Significant growth 

locations include: 

¶ Coleshill Parkway, where the number of trips has 

increased by 10,970 (4%) between 2016/17 and 

2017/18.  

¶ The number of trips at Rugby station has increased by 

39% over the last five years, placing further pressure 

on the station which is already at capacity in terms of 

highway access and parking. 

¶ Warwick and Warwick Parkway, where the combined 

number of trips now stands at over 1.2 million per year. 

Figure 4 Warwickshire Rail Statistics 


