
 

 

Consultation on Home to School Transport – Summary of Proposals 

Introduction 

Warwickshire County Council needs to make overall savings of around £92m by 2018. Each year, the 
Council spends around £15 million per year on home to school transport. The savings target 
allocated to this area of work as part of the One Organisational Plan is £3.7m. 
  
As a local authority we currently provide free or assisted transport to certain groups of children with 
no legal entitlement to such support. The current cost of the discretionary element of our transport 
provision is at least £2.9 million. This includes our Vacant Seats and Post 16 schemes that generate 
around £1.2 million of income per year.  
  
In a time of diminishing resources we do not believe this level of subsidy is sustainable going forward. 
Warwickshire County Council is therefore considering a number of changes to the current Home to 
School Transport Policy. This document contains a brief summary of the changes. A full version of 
the consultation document can be found at: 
  
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/ask 
 
1) Transport to Grammar Schools 

We are proposing that students attending grammar schools are assessed against the same criteria 
as all other children when assessing entitlement to free transport. If the grammar school is the 
nearest qualifying school to home then free transport will still be provided. There are two options 
regarding implementation: 
 

1) Introduce the change in policy from September 2016 to all students attending a grammar 
school; 

2) Introduce the change in policy from September 2016 to new applicants. 
 
2) Review of Charging Policy 

We are proposing that our full-rate Vacant Seat / Post 16 charge increases to either £700 or £750. 
We are also consulting on the discount we provide to low-income families and an annual increase to 
our charges; this would be in line with the Council’s annual income inflation rate. The revised charges 
would be introduced to all students from September 2016. 
 
3) Review of Walking Routes to School 

We are proposing that a revised policy is used to assess the safety of all walking routes to and from 
schools / pick-up points which are currently considered dangerous. The new policy is based on 
national guidance and would also be used to assess all new requests for transport on dangerous 
route grounds. If a route was reclassified as safe then free transport would continue to be provided 
until the end of the academic year the reclassification took place. 
 
4) Direct Payments 

Many children receive free travel to school in very expensive single or dual occupancy taxis. We are 
proposing that when it is financially advantageous to the Council, parents are offered an enhanced 
rate to transport their child(ren) to and from school. 
 



5) Transport to Special Schools 

We are proposing a revised policy which would see children who attend a special school initially 
assessed against the same criteria as other students. It is acknowledged though that some students 
are not able to travel independently to a special school. The needs of all students would therefore be 
assessed in order to establish if it would be reasonable for them to make their own way to and from 
school. The change in policy would be introduced to new applicants from September 2016 as well as 
those transferring from primary to secondary provision. The change in policy would not be fully 
implemented until September 2021. 
 
6) Transport to Specialist Nursery Provision 

We are proposing that free transport is no longer available to students attending specialist nurseries 
(those based in maintained special schools). These children have no legal entitlement to free 
transport. The change in policy would apply to new applicants from September 2016 and would apply 
to all students by September 2017. 
 
7) Exam Year Move Transport 

Students who move address in Years 10 and 11 can currently receive free transport even if they do 
not attend the nearest qualifying school to home. We are proposing that this automatic entitlement is 
removed. Students currently in receipt of Exam Year move Transport would continue to do so until 
they reach the end of Year 11 or there is a change in circumstance – such as a house move. 
 
8) Emergency Address Change Transport 

Under our current policy, students who move address due to reasons outside of their control can 
continue to receive free transport to their current school for up to six months. We are proposing that 
this automatic entitlement is removed. Discretion would still remain for us to provide free transport via 
the Council’s appeals process. The change in policy would apply to new applicants with immediate 
effect. Any students currently receiving Emergency Address Change Transport would continue to do 
so. 
 
9) 16-19 Medical Transport 
 
Students over the age of 16 have no statutory entitlement to free transport to school or college. Free 
transport is currently available though to students over the age of 16 with a short or long-term 
medical condition. We are proposing that the home to school transport policy is revised to remove 
this entitlement. Students over the age of 16 currently receiving 16-19 Medical Transport would 
continue to do so until they complete their course. 
 
10) Transport to Respite Care 

We are proposing a number of possible changes to the current arrangements for Respite Transport.  
 
Option 1 – Warwickshire County Council would require Respite providers to arrange transport.  
 
Option 2 – Parents would be asked to contribute toward the cost of Respite Transport. Charges 
would be in line with the Council’s Vacant Seats Policy with a discount available to low-income 
families. 
 
Option 3 – Parents would be paid an allowance to transport their child(ren)  to / from Respite care. 
This would deliver savings but would potentially reduce the effectiveness of Respite care due to the 
increased responsibility placed on parents.  


