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Consultation on Home to School Transport 
 
Introduction 
 
Warwickshire County Council needs to make overall savings of around £92m by 2018. 
Each year, the Council spends around £15 million per year on home to school transport. 
The savings target allocated to this area of work as part of the One Organisational Plan 
is £3.7m.  
 
As a local authority we currently provide free or assisted transport to certain groups of 
children with no legal entitlement to such support. The current cost of the discretionary 
element of our transport provision is at least £2.9 million. This includes our Vacant Seats 
and Post 16 schemes that generate around £1.2 million of income per year.   
 
In a time of diminishing resources we do not believe this level of subsidy is sustainable 
going forward. We are committed to ensuring our resources are distributed fairly, meet 
our statutory duties and are targeted at the most vulnerable. We also want to make sure 
that our transport policy reflects recent documents such as the Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities Code of Practice. 
 
We are therefore considering a number of changes to our current Home to School 
Transport Policy. These are as follows: 
 

1) Transport to Grammar Schools 
2) Charging Policy 
3) Walking Routes to School 
4) Direct Payments 
5) Transport to Special Schools 
6) Transport to Specialist Nursery Provision 
7) Exam Year Move Transport 
8) Emergency Address Change Transport 
9) 16-19 Medical Transport 
10) Transport to Respite Care 

 
The changes we are proposing would save a maximum of £1.6 million depending on the 
options chosen. 
 
This document contains details of our proposals and the impact they will have. Children 
with a legal entitlement to free transport are unaffected by the proposals. 
 
We set out below how you can find out more information about our proposals and how 
you can make your views known before any decisions are taken. 
 
Legal Entitlement 
 
Local Authorities are required to provide free transport to certain groups of children as 
set out in the Education Act 1996 (as amended). These groups of children are referred 
to in legislation as ‘eligible’ children. 
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Eligible children include those attending the nearest qualifying school to home where the 
distance from home to school exceeds the relevant statutory walking distance of: 
 

 two miles for children up to the age of eight; 

 three miles for children aged eight and over. 
 
Children are also considered eligible if they are attending the nearest qualifying school 
and: 
 

 they are unable to walk in safety to school because of the nature of the route;  

 they are unable to walk to school because of a short or long-term medical 
condition. 

 
There is also a legal requirement to provide extra assistance with transport to students 
from low-income families (those in receipt of free school meals or the maximum level of 
Working Tax Credit). If a family is considered ‘low-income’ then free transport is also 
available to:  
 

 children aged 8-11, attending the nearest qualifying school to home, provided it is 
more than two miles (by the shortest available walking route); 

 children aged 11-16, attending one of their three nearest qualifying schools, 
provided it is more than two miles (by the shortest available walking route), but 
not more than six miles (by motorised route) from their home; 

 children aged 11-16, attending the nearest qualifying school which accords with 
the parents’ religion or belief, provided it is more than two miles (by the shortest 
available walking route), but not more than fifteen miles (by motorised route) from 
their home.  
 

Local Authorities are also required to operate an appeals process where an application 
for free or assisted transport is refused. Warwickshire already operates a two-stage 
appeals process and this will continue to be available to any parents whose child is 
refused such support. 
 
Proposals 
 
1) Transport to Grammar Schools 
 
Current Position 
 
Under the Council’s current policy free transport is provided to students resident in East 
and South Warwickshire who attend a Warwickshire grammar school. The normal 
distance criteria apply and students need to be attending a grammar school in the same 
area of Warwickshire as their home address. 
 
In many cases the grammar school will not be the nearest qualifying school to home. 
Children who attend grammar schools are therefore treated differently to all other 
Warwickshire children; they receive free transport despite the fact they are not attending 
the nearest qualifying school to home. 
 
Warwickshire County Council previously provided free transport to students attending 
the nearest faith school, even when there were other schools closer to home. This 
provision was removed for new applicants from September 2012. 
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Parents choose a school other than the nearest qualifying for a wide variety of reasons. 
This includes particular curriculum strengths (e.g. a school has a particular strength in 
the arts, creativity, sciences or sport); the religious nature of the school; the school’s 
ability to accommodate particular needs, as well as other factors such as academic 
record, reputation, inclusion, friendship groups or convenience for the parents’ 
workplace. 
 
Parents who choose another school for any of these reasons do not receive free home 
to school transport; it is only parents choosing a grammar school who receive such 
support. 
 
We have considered the home to school transport policies of 22 authorities with 
grammar schools. Only Medway and Trafford make any special provision for students 
attending grammar schools. In all of the other authorities, students attending grammar 
schools only receive free transport if it is the nearest qualifying school to home.  
 
Authorities that make no special provision include Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Essex, 
Gloucestershire, Hertfordshire, Kent, Lancashire, Lincolnshire, Surrey, Wiltshire and 
Yorkshire. 

 
Proposals 
 
We are proposing that students attending grammar schools are assessed against the 
same criteria as all other children. If the grammar school is the nearest qualifying school 
to home, then free transport would still be provided (subject to the normal eligibility 
criteria of distance and safety of route). If the change in policy was agreed there are two 
options regarding implementation: 
 

1) To introduce the change in policy from September 2016 to all students attending 
a grammar school; or 

2) To introduce the change in policy from September 2016 to new applicants only. 
 
How many students would be affected? 
 
As of 20 April 2015 a total of 892 students are receiving free transport to a Warwickshire 
grammar school. If these students are now assessed against the statutory entitlement, 
681 would no longer qualify for free transport. This is due to the grammar school not 
being the nearest qualifying school to the home address. This data is broken down by 
school in the table below:  
 

School Currently 
receiving free 
transport 

Still eligible using 
statutory 
entitlement 

No longer eligible 
using statutory 
entitlement 

Alcester Grammar 315 69 246 

King Edward VI 114 22 92 

Stratford Girls 
Grammar 

134 31 103 

Ashlawn Selective 57 7 50 

Lawrence Sheriff 90 29 61 

Rugby High 182 53 129 

Totals 892 211 681 
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Based on this data, 76 percent of students would no longer be entitled to free transport if 
assessed in the same way as all other students. We have also analysed applications for 
free transport to grammar schools starting in September 2015. This data aligns with the 
above; 73 percent of students would no longer qualify for free transport if assessed in 
the same way as all other students. 
 
The above figures are representative of the current position. If the decision was taken to 
only introduce the change in policy to new applicants, then only those starting at 
grammar school in Year 7 from September 2016 would be affected. 
 
What about the impact on low-income families? 
 
The Headteachers of Warwickshire’s grammar schools have already raised concerns 
about the possible impact of a change in policy on students from low-income families – 
such as those in receipt of Free School Meals. However, the number of children 
attending grammar schools and in receipt of Free School Meals is extremely low. 
Numbers as of 20 April 2015 are shown below:  

 
 
Current levels of Pupil Premium funding are £935 for each child of secondary school age 
in receipt of Free School Meals. Schools could use an element of this to provide support 
with transport. Such an approach would align with the admissions policies of five of the 
grammar schools which for 2016 entry will give higher priority to children in receipt of the 
Pupil Premium. 
 
What would be the benefits? 
 
The proposed change in policy would ensure that students attending grammar schools 
are treated in exactly the same way as all other students.   
 
There would also be significant savings and / or additional income for the Council. If 
large numbers of students were to travel to school using alternative means then we 
would be able to remove vehicles from the transport network. The Council would also 
receive additional income from students travelling to grammar schools under the Vacant 
Seats Scheme. This allows students with no entitlement to free transport to travel to 
school on Council vehicles in return for a parental contribution. 
 
The amount of extra income received would depend on when the change in policy was 
introduced. It would also depend on the Vacant Seat charges at the time of introduction. 
These charges are something we are also consulting on and further details can be found 

School Number of children 
currently in receipt of 
Free School Meals 

Of which are 
receiving free 
transport 

Of which would 
still qualify if 
policy was 
revised 

Alcester Grammar 7 3 0 

King Edward VI 3 0 0 

Stratford Girls Grammar 8 0 0 

Ashlawn Selective 9 2 2 

Lawrence Sheriff  8 0 0 

Rugby high 16 2 2 
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in this document. However, even if charges stayed at current levels, and the policy only 
applied to new applicants, we estimate that the Council would receive an extra £69k of 
additional income in the 2016/17 academic year.  
 
By the time the policy is applied to all year groups in 2020/2021, estimated additional 
income would be c£342k per academic year. Any increases in the Vacant Seats charges 
would increase the levels of additional income. 
 
2) Charging Policy 
 
Current Position 
 
Warwickshire County Council has provided around 2000 students with transport during 
the 2014/15 academic year in return for a financial contribution. This includes students 
under the age of 16 who travel under the Vacant Seats Scheme, students aged 16-19 
attending schools and colleges, and students aged 16-25 with special needs attending 
either special school sixth forms or colleges. 
 
Full rate charges for Post 16 students and those purchasing a Vacant Seat where the 
distance from home to school is more than three miles are £660 per annum. A fifty 
percent discount is available to students from low-income families (those in receipt of 
free school meals or the maximum level of Working Tax Credit).  
 
Students travelling under the Vacant Seats Scheme where the distance from home to 
school is less than three miles pay a lower annual charge of £330; or £165 if from a low-
income family. 
 
Most students travel under the Vacant Seats and Post 16 schemes using buses funded 
either in whole, or partly by the Council. Seats are also made available on taxis when 
available and it is financially viable for the Council to do so. 
 
Warwickshire’s charges have not increased since September 2011. However, charges 
levied by the largest commercial operator in Warwickshire have increased by 10.25% 
over the same period (this figure takes into account their planned charge for the 2015/16 
academic year). If Warwickshire’s charges had increased at the same rate the maximum 
Vacant Seat cost for 2015/16 would be £727.65. 
 
The cost of providing a Vacant Seat on buses varies from £528 to £1444 dependent on 
service and location. Taking into account taxis, the average cost of a Vacant Seat in 
2014/15 would be £851. 
 
What are you proposing and how many students would be affected? 
 
We are proposing that charges are increased to all students from the 2016/17 academic 
year onwards. The tables below show two possible price increases along with potential 
changes to the low-income discount offered. Additional income is shown per academic 
year and assumes all travellers would pay the higher rate from September 2016. Post 16 
figures include students attending colleges with Special Educational Needs or Learning 
Difficulties and Disabilities. 
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Option 1 – Based around a full-rate increase from £660 - £700 (an increase of eleven 
pence per single journey based on the full rate Vacant Seat / Post 16 charge). 
 

Option 1 No. of students affected Additional Income per 
academic year 

Increase full rate Post 16 / 
Vacant Seat charge from 
£660 – £700 per annum 

723 Post 16 students  
802 students travelling 
under the Vacant Seats 
Scheme. 

£29k 
£32k 

Increase lower rate Vacant 
Seat charge (<3 miles) from 
£330 – £350 per annum 

277 £6k 

Additional options: 

1a) Retain low-income 
discount at current level of 
50% 

148 Post 16 
59 Vacant Seat (>3 miles)  
28 Vacant Seat (<3 miles) 

£3k 
£1k 
£0.3k 
 

1b) Reduce low-income 
discount to 25% 

148 Post 16,  
59 Vacant Seat (>3 miles) 
28 Vacant Seat (<3 miles) 

£29k 
£12k 
£3k 

1c) Remove low-income 
discount 

148 Post 16,  
59 Vacant Seat (>3 miles) 
28 Vacant Seat (<3 miles) 

£55k 
£22k 
£5k 

 
Option 2 – Based around a full rate increase from £660 - £750 (an increase of twenty 
four pence per single journey based on the full rate Vacant Seat / Post 16 charge). 

 

Option 2  No. of students affected Additional Income per 
academic year 

Increase full rate Post 16 / 
Vacant Seat charge from 
£660 – £750 per annum 

723 Post 16 students  
802 students travelling 
under the Vacant Seats 
Scheme. 

£65k 
£72k 

Increase lower rate Vacant 
Seat charge (<3 miles) from 
£330 – £375 per annum 

277 £12k 

Additional Options: 

2a) Retain low-income 
discount at current level of 
50% 

148 Post 16 
59 Vacant Seat (>3 miles)  
28 Vacant Seat (<3 miles) 

£7k 
£3k 
£0.6k 

2b) Reduce low-income 
discount to 25% 

148 Post 16 
59 Vacant Seat (>3 miles)  
28 Vacant Seat (<3 miles) 

£34k 
£14k 
£3k 

2c) Remove low-income 
discount 

148 Post 16 
59 Vacant Seat (>3 miles)  
28 Vacant Seat (<3 miles) 

£62k 
£25k 
£6k 

 
We are also proposing an annual increase in the cost of Vacant Seats and Post 16 
Transport – this would be in line with the Council’s income inflation rate. This would 
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ensure that parents understand in advance that the charges will increase on an annual 
basis.  
 
What about the impact on low-income families? 
 
We recognise that meeting the cost of transport to school / college can be difficult. Our 
proposals therefore contain a number of possible discounts for low-income families.  
 
Our annual charges can also be paid in termly instalments or by Standing Order over 
eight equal payments. 
 
What would be the benefits? 
 
All of the options proposed would result in additional income to the Council. The lowest 
proposed increase from £660 - £700 and maintaining a fifty percent discount to low-
income families would result in an approximate additional £70k of income per academic 
year. 
 
3) Walking Routes to School 
 
Current Position 
 
The Council currently supports and promotes School Travel Plans. The Travel Plan is a 
document which sets out a package of measures to reduce the number of car trips made 
to and from school, to promote healthier and more environmentally friendly forms of 
transport, and to improve safety on the school journey. 
 
Despite the Council’s commitment to Travel Plans, as of April 2015 a total of 1790 
children currently receive free transport on the basis of the walk from home to school, or 
home to pick-up point, being unsafe for an accompanied child. Many of these routes 
have not been assessed for a number of years.  
 
Proposals 
 
A revised draft policy has now been produced to assess the safety of walking routes to 
and from schools / pick-up points. The revised policy is based around the national 
RoSPA / Road Safety GB Guidance for assessing such routes. This document already 
forms the basis of the assessment policy used in many local authorities and provides a 
structured, objective framework. A copy of the proposed policy can be found at Appendix 
A. 
 
We are proposing that the new policy is used to assess all new applications for transport 
on dangerous route grounds. It would also be retrospectively applied to all routes 
currently considered dangerous. The Transport and Highways Team would be 
commissioned to carry out these assessments. There are currently around 120 routes 
considered dangerous. It is estimated that assessing these routes against the new policy 
would take around three months. A targeted approach would be taken so that those 
routes most likely to deliver the largest savings would be considered first. 
 
Where a route is reclassified as safe it is proposed that any students affected will 
continue to receive free transport until the end of the academic year the reclassification 
is determined. 
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While some routes would undoubtedly still be classified as dangerous, others would be 
classified as safe under the new assessment process. In some cases, capital works 
would be required to make a route safe. While there would of course be costs 
associated with any such work, there would also be long-term savings. 
 
Capital funding of £2m has already been allocated to help meet the Council’s 
responsibility to provide safe routes to schools. This funding could potentially be used to 
support any capital projects required.  
 
How many students would be affected? 
 
This is very difficult to say as each route needs to be looked at individually. However, if a 
route was reclassified as safe we would ensure that free transport remained until the 
end of the academic year the reclassification took place. 
 
What would be the benefits? 
 
The change in policy would mean that walking routes to school are assessed using a 
clear and objective policy similar to the one used in many other local authorities.  
 
We also hope that more children would be encouraged to walk or cycle to school, 
leading to health benefits, or to travel to school using more environmentally friendly 
means, such as car sharing. Capital projects would help to facilitate this. 
 
There would also be significant savings for the Council. Based on estimates from a pilot 
scheme an investment of £2m could enable savings of up to £265,000 per year. 
However, total savings are very difficult to predict as each route would need to be 
individually considered. It is also estimated that should further capital be available, a 
total investment of approximately £3.7 m would enable eventual savings of 
approximately £500k per annum. 
 
4) Direct Payments 
  
Current Position 
 
Currently, around 380 parents whose children are entitled to free transport to special 
schools receive a travel allowance of 25 pence per mile to transport their child(ren) to 
and from school.  However, the cost of taxis to   special schools is significant, at around 
£5million per annum.  While some students share vehicles wherever possible, other 
students travel separately due to their particular needs.  The cost of single occupancy 
student taxis is £2,300,000 per annum.  A survey of the highest costing single 
occupancy taxis indicates that there are more than 50 journeys costing £100 per day 
(£19,000 per annum) or more. 
 
Proposals  
 
Parents with children travelling on high cost, single or dual occupancy taxis, would be 
offered the option of a direct payment to make their own arrangements for their 
children’s transport to and from school. The Council would actively promote this option. 
This would include writing to all parents and asking if they would be willing to consider 
conveying their child to school. An increased rate of 40 pence per mile is proposed. 
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We are proposing to trial a pilot scheme during the Autumn Term 2015 focusing on a 
small number of schools.  This is a practice adopted by several other local authorities 
that have employed consultants to market the scheme to parents.  The proposal would 
be to offer a standard rate of 40 pence per mile with some discretion to vary in particular 
circumstances. 
 
If successful, it is anticipated that the scheme of direct payments would be ‘rolled out’ to 
all parents of children / young people in single and dual occupancy taxis.  
 
How many students would be affected and what would be the benefits? 
 
It is very difficult to say how many students would be affected. Direct payments would 
simply be an option for parents to consider. However, we have considered high cost 
single or dual occupancy taxis to identify the potential impact of offering direct payments 
to parents.  Based on current costs Warwickshire could generate savings in excess of 
£15,000 on each occasion a single occupancy taxi was replaced by a parent/carer 
accepting a direct payment to arrange their child’s transport.  
 
What if Parents are not able to take responsibility for getting their child to and from 
School? 
 
If the local authority has a legal obligation to ensure that a child attends a particular 
school then we will arrange transport. What we are looking to do is to make the offer of a 
direct payment the first option available for parents and carers. 
 
5) Transport to Special Schools 
 
Current Position 
 
Students with a Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) or an Education Health 
and Care Plan (EHCP) who attend mainstream schools are currently considered against 
the usual home to school transport policy; students only receive assistance with 
transport if they are attending the nearest qualifying school to home and meet the other 
relevant criteria (such as distance from home to school). 
 
All students attending a special school receive free transport regardless of the distance 
from home or their assessed need. In 2013/14, the total cost of all Special Educational 
Needs and Disability (SEND) Transport was £7.0m. For 2014/15 this figure increased to 
£7.5m. 
 
The number of students receiving transport assistance to attend Warwickshire special 
schools is set out below. Also included is the number of students entitled to free 
transport on distance grounds and the total cost of transport to each school.  This table 
is for students up to and including Year 11 only; parents of older students are required to 
make a financial contribution to the cost of transport, regardless of the distance from 
home to school: 
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Warwickshire’s current policy is a local decision.  Most of our statistical or geographical 
neighbouring Local Authorities assess students attending special schools in the same 
way as other students.  However, they also have to give consideration to the needs of 
the individual student. 
 
Proposals 
 
We are proposing a revised policy for new applicants and / or for students moving from 
Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 (i.e. primary to secondary).   
 
There would be an assessment of the needs of all students transferring from primary to 
secondary provision and those attending a new school in order to establish whether it is 
reasonable for them to be able to make their own way to and from school. 
 
We recognise that it will not be appropriate for all students attending special schools to 
travel independently. However, developing independence is a specific objective as a 
student moves through secondary school. As part of a student’s development of 
independence, Independent Travel Training may assist to enable a child/young person 
to make their own way to and from school. 
 
How many students would be affected and what would be the benefits? 
 
Students currently receiving free transport to special schools will not be affected by 
these proposals until they are of age to transfer to secondary provision or reach the end 
of Year 11.  Phased in over a period of years, the proposals would potentially reduce the 
number of students entitled to free transport and ultimately enable a revision of the 
transport network.  Once implemented, if 40% of those living under the walking distance 
were able to make their own way to and from school the maximum total savings 
available could be approximately £500,000 per annum.   
 
What if my child can’t make their own way to school? 
 
It is acknowledged that some students will not be able to travel to school independently.  
An assessment of a student’s needs would be made before any decision was taken to 
discontinue or not provide transport. 
 
 
 

School Over 
Statutory 
Walking 
Distance 

Under 
Statutory 
Walking 
Distance 

Total 
Students 

Cost of 
Transport 

Brooke 51 66 117 575,757 

Oakwood 80 91 171 841,491 

Ridgeway 70 7 77 378,917 

Round Oak 43 56 99 487,179 

Welcombe Hills 96 27 123 605,283 

Woodlands 120 5 125 615,125 

Exhall Grange 134 13 147 723,387 

River House 34 0 34 167,314 

Total 628 265 893 4,394,453 
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6) Transport to Specialist Nursery Provision 
 
Current Position 
 
Local authorities have a discretionary power to provide assistance with travel for early 
years education. When determining whether or not to exercise its discretion under this 
provision, the authority may have regard (amongst other things) as to whether it would 
be reasonable to expect alternative arrangements to be made for the child to receive 
relevant early years education at any other premises, whether nearer to their home or 
otherwise. 
 
A high proportion of children with special educational needs and disabilities in the early 
years attend a local early years provider with enhanced support and are successful in 
these settings. The majority of parents of SEN students choose a local provider for their 
early years provision. This is because they want their children to be a part of the local 
community (where they have often already developed relationships) and because they 
do not want them to have long journeys at either end of their sessions.  
 
The majority of children who attend nursery at special schools (whose diagnosis may not 
yet be finalised) is likely to be the result of parental choice (as opposed to a formal 
assessment). Free transport is currently provided to these children despite their being no 
legal entitlement to such support. 
 
There are currently 59 students aged 2 – 4 attending Nursery classes at maintained 
special schools that receive such support. 
 
Transport is provided at the beginning and end of the school day, and in some 
circumstances is shared with other students. However, attendance is for half days; 
separate transport is therefore required for the end of the morning session and the start 
of the afternoon session.  A breakdown of this transport is given below: 
 

School AM Daily 
Cost 

PM Daily 
Cost 

Total 
Travellers 

Total 
Daily 
Cost 

Total 
Annual 
Cost 

Ridgeway 5 £129 12 £311 17 £440 83,600 

Brooke 2 £51 2 £54 4 £105 19,950 

Welcombe Hills 10 £259 0 £0.00 10 £259 49,210 

Exhall Grange 1 £25 2 £52 3 £77 14,630 

Woodlands 10 £259 6 £156 16 £414 78,660 

Oakwood 0 £0.00 9 £233 9 £233 44,270 

Total  28 £723.00 31 £800.00 59 £1528.00 £290,320 

 
Proposals 
 
The vast majority of parents / carers opt for local pre-school provision. We are therefore 
proposing to cease free transport for children attending specialist nurseries as there is 
no legal entitlement to such support. 
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How many students would be affected and what would be the benefits? 
 
On current numbers, 59 pupils would be affected.  Similar numbers attend specialist 
nurseries each year.  The change in policy would mean that lunchtime transport would 
no longer be required and would generate savings of some £290,000 per annum. 
 
7) Exam Year Move Transport 

 
Current Position 
 
Students who move address in Years 10 or 11 can currently receive free transport even 
if they no longer attend the nearest qualifying school to home. The only requirements 
are that the school in question was the nearest qualifying school based on the student’s 
old home address. The distance from the new address to the school also needs to 
exceed the relevant statutory walking distance, or for the walk from home to school to be 
considered dangerous. 

 
Free transport is therefore provided even when there is no statutory entitlement to such 
support. Students will no longer be attending the nearest qualifying school to home, and 
could instead attend a school which is much closer to their new address. Free transport 
would then either no longer be required or could be provided at a much lower cost. 
 
Proposals 
 
We are proposing that the home to school transport policy is revised to remove Exam 
Year Move entitlement. The change would apply to new applicants with immediate 
effect. Any students currently receiving Exam Year Move Transport would continue to do 
so due to the relatively small numbers of children involved. Any students refused free 
transport under the new policy would be able to apply for a Vacant Seat where a suitable 
Council route operates.  
 
How many students would be affected? 
 
Only a small number of students benefit from this aspect of the Council’s policy each 
year. During the 2014/15 academic year, 31 students have received Exam Year Move 
Transport. During the 2013/14 academic year, 25 students were supported by this 
aspect of the Council’s policy. 

 
What would be the benefits? 
 
The change in policy would lead to reduced expenditure. The cost of Exam Year Move 
Transport over the last two years has been around £26k. There is also the potential for 
increased income from the sale of Vacant Seats. 
 
8) Emergency Address Change Transport 
 
Current Position 

 
Under our current policy, students who move address due to reasons outside of their 
control can continue to receive free transport to their current school for up to six months. 
The only requirements are that the school in question was the nearest qualifying school 
based on the student’s old home address. The distance from the new address to the 
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school also needs to exceed the relevant statutory walking distance, or for the walk from 
home to school to be considered dangerous. Recent examples of Emergency Address 
Change Transport include unexpected eviction from a property and a fire in the family 
home.  
 
Free transport is therefore provided when there is no legal entitlement. Students will not 
be attending the nearest qualifying school to home, and could instead attend a school 
which is much closer to their new address. Free transport would then either not be 
required or could be provided at a much lower cost. 
 
Proposals 
 
We are proposing that the home to school transport policy is revised to remove the 
automatic entitlement to Emergency Address Change Transport. Discretion would still 
remain for us to provide free transport via the Councils appeals process. The change in 
policy would apply to new applicants with immediate effect. Any students currently 
receiving Emergency Address Change Transport would continue to do so due to the 
small numbers of children involved and the fact that such support is available for a 
maximum of six months. 
 
How many students would be affected? 
 
Each year only a relatively small number of children (less than 10) receive such support.  
 
What would be the benefits? 
 
Emergency Address Change Transport has the potential to be very expensive.  
Temporary addresses can be a significant distance from the school and there may not 
be any existing transport in operation. The change in policy would therefore lead to 
reduced expenditure and the possibility of increased income if more students travelled 
under the Vacant Seats Scheme.  
 
9) 16-19 Medical Transport 
 
Current Position 
 
Students over the age of 16 have no statutory entitlement to free transport to school or 
college. However, under the Council’s current policy, free transport is provided to 
students over the age of 16 where they have a short or long-term medical condition. The 
only requirement is that the student is attending the nearest establishment to home 
which offers the course studied, and that appropriate medical proof has been supplied. 
 
Most students receiving free transport under this aspect of the Council’s policy have 
long-term conditions. Examples are mobility problems or anxiety disorders. 
 
Proposals 
 
We are proposing that the home to school transport policy is revised to remove the 
entitlement to 16-19 Medical Transport to new applicants. Students over the age of 16 
currently receiving Medical Transport would continue to do so until they completed their 
course. Any students refused free transport under the new policy would be able to apply 
for support through the Council’s Post 16 Transport policy. 
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How many students would be affected? 
 
Only a small number of students benefit from this aspect of the Council’s policy each 
year. During the 2014/15 academic year, 7 students have received 16-19 Medical 
Transport. During the 2013/14 academic year, 9 students were supported by this aspect 
of the Council’s policy. 
 
What would be the benefits? 
 
The change in policy would lead to reduced expenditure and the potential for increased 
income via the Council’s Post 16 Transport scheme.  
 
10) Transport to Respite Care 
 
Current Position 
 
Warwickshire currently provides free transport from school to Respite provider (and vice 
versa) to children with Special Educational Needs. Students attending Respite care will 
have a Statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education, Health and Care Plan. 
However, the local authority only has a duty to provide free transport from home to 
school to ‘eligible’ children. ‘Home’ is considered to be where a child sleeps for the 
majority of the time. As a respite placement cannot be considered the ‘home’ address, 
free transport is currently provided to and from Respite care despite there being no legal 
entitlement. 
 
Proposals 
 
We are proposing a number of possible changes to the current arrangements for 
Respite Transport.  
 
Option 1 – Warwickshire County Council will require Respite providers to arrange  
transport. While there would be a saving from Home to School Transport budgets, 
provider charges would be likely to increase. The cost of Respite Transport would 
therefore transfer from one budget to another with no overall savings achieved. 
 
Option 2 – Parents could be asked to contribute toward the cost of Respite Transport. 
Charges would be in line with the Council’s Vacant Seats Policy with a discount 
available to low-income families. 
 
Option 3 – Parents could be paid an allowance to transport their child to / from Respite 
care. This would deliver savings but would potentially reduce the effectiveness of 
Respite care due to the increased responsibility placed on parents.  
 
How many students would be affected? 

 
Transport from school to Respite provider (and vice versa) is currently provided to 98 
students for the 2014/15 academic year. During the 2013/14 academic year 87 students 
received Respite Transport. 
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What would be the benefits? 
 
Respite Transport is very expensive and there would be savings for the Local Authority. 
For the current academic year (2014/15) the estimated cost of providing Respite 
Transport to 98 students is c£70k. For the 2013/14 academic year the cost of providing 
Respite Transport to 87 students was c£99k.  
 
The savings achieved would depend on the option chosen. For example, asking parents 
to contribute to Respite Transport at the current Vacant Seats rate could generate an 
additional £47k of income per academic year. 
 
Tell us what you think 
 
We want to hear your views on our proposals. There are a number of different ways you 
can do this. 
 
Our preferred option is for you to complete the online survey at:  
 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/ask 
 
You can also: 
 
Email us at: transportconsultation@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 
Write to us at:  Education Transport 
   Saltisford Office Park 
   Ansell Way 
   Warwick 
   Warwickshire 
   CV34 4UL 
 
Attend one of the drop-in sessions detailed below. Please note that these relate only to 
Grammar School transport or transport for Students with Special Needs. 
 
Grammar School Transport 
 
Rugby High School, Rugby, on Tuesday 30 June 2015 from 16.30 to 19.00. 
King Edward VI School, Stratford, on Thursday 02 July 2015 from 16.30 to 19.00. 
 
Transport for students with Special Educational Needs 
 
Welcombe Hills School, Stratford Upon Avon on Monday 29 June from 14.30 to 18.00 
Ridgeway School, Warwick on Wednesday 01 July from 15.00 to 18.00 

Exhall Grange School, Coventry on Thursday 02 July from 15.00 to 18.00 

Round Oak School, Warwick on Monday 06 July from 15.00 to 18.00 

Brooke School, Rugby on Monday 13 July from 14.00 to 18.00 

Woodlands School, Coleshill on Monday 14 July 17.00 to 19.00 

 
The consultation runs from 23 June 2015 until midnight on 17 September 2015. 
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What happens next? 
 
All comments submitted will be made available to Elected Members. They will then 
consider these alongside the proposals at the Cabinet meeting on 08 October 2015. A 
decision will then be taken on what changes will be made to the Council’s transport 
policy. 


