
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Home to School Transport – Summary of Statutory Duty 
 
Local Authorities are required to provide free transport to certain groups of children as set 
out in the Education Act 1996 (as amended). These groups of children are referred to in 
legislation as ‘eligible’ children. 
 
Eligible children include those attending the nearest qualifying school to home where the 
distance from home to school exceeds the relevant statutory walking distance of: 
 

 two miles for children up to the age of eight; 

 three miles for children aged eight and over. 
 
Children are also considered eligible if they are attending the nearest qualifying school and: 
 

 they are unable to walk in safety to school because of the nature of the route;  

 they are unable to walk to school because of a short or long-term medical condition. 
 
Local authorities are also required to make transport arrangements for all children who 
cannot reasonably be expected to walk to school because of their mobility problems or 
because of associated health and safety issues related to their special educational needs 
(SEN) or disability. Eligibility for such children should be assessed on an individual basis to 
identify their particular transport requirements. Usual transport requirements (e.g. the 
statutory walking distances) should not be considered when assessing the transport needs 
of children eligible due to SEN and/or disability. 
 
There is also a legal requirement to provide extra assistance with transport to students from 
low-income families (those in receipt of free school meals or the maximum level of Working 
Tax Credit). If a family is considered ‘low-income’ then free transport is also available to:  
 

 children aged 8-11, attending the nearest qualifying school to home, provided it is 
more than two miles (by the shortest available walking route); 

 children aged 11-16, attending one of their three nearest qualifying schools, 
provided it is more than two miles (by the shortest available walking route), but not 
more than six miles (by motorised route) from their home; 

 children aged 11-16, attending the nearest qualifying school which accords with the 
parents’ religion or belief, provided it is more than two miles (by the shortest 
available walking route), but not more than fifteen miles (by motorised route) from 
their home.  

 
Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Home to School Travel and Transport can be 
accessed at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-to-school-travel-and-transport-guidance 
  


